
Testing LCDM with LISA
Jose María Ezquiaga  

NASA Einstein Fellow, UChicago, ezquiaga@uchicago.edu 
ezquiaga.github.io, @jmezquiagabravo

mailto:ezquiaga@uchicago.edu
http://ezquiaga.github.io
https://twitter.com/jmezquiagabravo


general relativity
cosmological principle

⌦R
<latexit sha1_base64="bjnNcaJwwY/vBNU+BH6S/VLBVDY=">AAAB73icjVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hWwU9BjQgzejmAckS5id9CZDZmbXmVkhLPkJLx4U8ervePNvnDwOKgoWNBRV3XR3hYngxpbLH97C4tLyympuLb++sbm1XdjZbZg41QzrLBaxboXUoOAK65Zbga1EI5WhwGY4PJ/4zXvUhsfq1o4SDCTtKx5xRq2TWp0riX3avekWin6pPAX5mxRhjlq38N7pxSyVqCwT1Ji2X05skFFtORM4zndSgwllQ9rHtqOKSjRBNr13TA6d0iNRrF0pS6bq14mMSmNGMnSdktqB+elNxN+8dmqjsyDjKkktKjZbFKWC2JhMnic9rpFZMXKEMs3drYQNqKbMuojy/wuhUSn5x6XK9UmxejGPIwf7cABH4MMpVOESalAHBgIe4AmevTvv0XvxXmetC958Zg++wXv7BMCYj8k=</latexit>

⌦M
<latexit sha1_base64="sr+UXYc6JiLURsxEKQrkPJFO3Z4=">AAAB73icjVDLSgNBEOz1GeMr6tHLYBA8hWwU9BjQgxcxgnlAsoTZSW8yZGZ2nZkVwpKf8OJBEa/+jjf/xsnjoKJgQUNR1U13V5gIbmy5/OEtLC4tr6zm1vLrG5tb24Wd3YaJU82wzmIR61ZIDQqusG65FdhKNFIZCmyGw/OJ37xHbXisbu0owUDSvuIRZ9Q6qdW5ltin3atuoeiXylOQv0kR5qh1C++dXsxSicoyQY1p++XEBhnVljOB43wnNZhQNqR9bDuqqEQTZNN7x+TQKT0SxdqVsmSqfp3IqDRmJEPXKakdmJ/eRPzNa6c2OgsyrpLUomKzRVEqiI3J5HnS4xqZFSNHKNPc3UrYgGrKrIso/78QGpWSf1yq3JwUqxfzOHKwDwdwBD6cQhUuoQZ1YCDgAZ7g2bvzHr0X73XWuuDNZ/bgG7y3T7kEj8Q=</latexit>

⌦⇤
<latexit sha1_base64="tAI5EelBoqVWWrkM/zHrQ/PYCZM=">AAAB9XicjVDLSgMxFL1TX7W+qi7dBIvgqsxUQZcFXbgQrGAf0BlLJpNpQ5PMkGSUMvQ/3LhQxK3/4s6/MX0sVBQ8cOFwzj3cywlTzrRx3Q+nsLC4tLxSXC2trW9sbpW3d1o6yRShTZLwRHVCrClnkjYNM5x2UkWxCDlth8Ozid++o0qzRN6YUUoDgfuSxYxgY6Vb/0rQPu75lzYR4V654lXdKdDfpAJzNHrldz9KSCaoNIRjrbuem5ogx8owwum45GeappgMcZ92LZVYUB3k06/H6MAqEYoTZUcaNFW/JnIstB6J0G4KbAb6pzcRf/O6mYlPg5zJNDNUktmhOOPIJGhSAYqYosTwkSWYKGZ/RWSAFSbGFlX6XwmtWtU7qtaujyv183kdRdiDfTgED06gDhfQgCYQUPAAT/Ds3DuPzovzOlstOPPMLnyD8/YJL8iSUA==</latexit>

H0
<latexit sha1_base64="P70FhGYMrEIVRJ7zvDj5keu4foY=">AAAB6nicjVBNS8NAEJ3Ur1q/qh69LBbBU0mqoMeCHnqsaD+gDWWz3bRLN5uwOxFK6E/w4kERr/4ib/4bt2kPKgo+GHi8N8PMvCCRwqDrfjiFldW19Y3iZmlre2d3r7x/0DZxqhlvsVjGuhtQw6VQvIUCJe8mmtMokLwTTK7mfueeayNidYfThPsRHSkRCkbRSreNgTsoV7yqm4P8TSqwRHNQfu8PY5ZGXCGT1Jie5yboZ1SjYJLPSv3U8ISyCR3xnqWKRtz4WX7qjJxYZUjCWNtSSHL160RGI2OmUWA7I4pj89Obi795vRTDSz8TKkmRK7ZYFKaSYEzmf5Oh0JyhnFpCmRb2VsLGVFOGNp3S/0Jo16reWbV2c16pXy/jKMIRHMMpeHABdWhAE1rAYAQP8ATPjnQenRfnddFacJYzh/ANztsnx0qNeA==</latexit>

⇤CDM
<latexit sha1_base64="PBKfqMSL/kSycAKz6ucnmmQd9Kc=">AAAB/XicjVBLS8NAGPzis9ZXfNy8LBbBU0mroMdCe/CgUME+oAlls9m0SzebsLsRaij+FS8eFPHq//Dmv3HT9qCi4MDCMDMfO4yfcKa043xYC4tLyyurhbXi+sbm1ra9s9tWcSoJbZGYx7LrY0U5E7Slmea0m0iKI5/Tjj+q537nlkrFYnGjxwn1IjwQLGQEayP17X330oQDjNwI66GMsnrjatK3S5WyMwX6m5RgjmbffneDmKQRFZpwrFSv4iTay7DUjHA6KbqpogkmIzygPUMFjqjysmn7CToySoDCWJonNJqqXy8yHCk1jnyTzDuqn14u/ub1Uh2eexkTSaqpILOPwpQjHaN8ChQwSYnmY0Mwkcx0RWSIJSbaDFb83wjtarlyUq5en5ZqjfkcBTiAQziGCpxBDS6gCS0gcAcP8ATP1r31aL1Yr7PogjW/2YNvsN4+AfZAlOo=</latexit>

 2



 3

[Kravtsov]

[HST]

For a review see e.g. Ferreira’19

[SDSS]

http://cosmicweb.uchicago.edu/filaments.html
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-astro-091918-104423
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Cosmological GW propagation

• Expansion rate: changes GW amplitude

LISA will constrain expansion history at different redshifts, e.g. H0, EoS of 
DE, DM

<latexit sha1_base64="klh6K8g0/XpKN6OiG6XS4Ljmhqo="></latexit>
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For more details see: 
LISA Cosmology White Paper (arXiv 2204.05434)

https://arxiv.org/abs/2204.05434


 7LISA Cosmo WG white paper (arXiv 2204.05434)  

Extrem Mass 
Ratio Inspirals

Stellar Origin 
Binary Black Holes

Super Massive 
Binary Black Holes

https://arxiv.org/pdf/2204.05434.pdf
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Modified GW propagation

• Speed: changes arrival time

• Amplitude: modifies luminosity distance

• Phase: may produce waveform distortions
• Polarization: birefringence, additional tensor modes

For propagation effects beyond cosmological backgrounds: 
Ezquiaga & Zumalacárregui; GW lensing beyond GR (PRD, arXiv 2009.12187)

Small deviations accumulate over cosmological propagation times!

<latexit sha1_base64="xxUrvMtr/xnaRCO6aEXNt6x3sz0="></latexit>
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https://arxiv.org/abs/2009.12187
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LISA forecasts: SMBBHs
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Belgacem et al.; Testing modified gravity at cosmological distances with LISA (arXiv 1906.01593)

[approx. 10-30 bright sirens (4 yrs)]

https://arxiv.org/abs/1906.01593


 10Belgacem et al.; Testing modified gravity at cosmological distances with LISA (arXiv 1906.01593)

LISA forecasts: SMBBHs

https://arxiv.org/abs/1906.01593
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3G cosmo inference

Sub-percent within 1 month. High-redshift!
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Ezquiaga & Holz; Spectral sirens: cosmology from full mass distribution (arXiv 2202.08240)

[10,000 BBHs between NSBH and PISN gap (1 month)]

https://arxiv.org/abs/2202.08240


 12Belgacem et al.; Testing modified gravity at cosmological distances with LISA (arXiv 1906.01593)

LISA forecasts: SMBBHs

dgwL
demL

= ⌅0 +
1� ⌅0

(1 + z)n
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https://arxiv.org/abs/1906.01593


Modified dispersion relation (MDR)

General relativity predicts: !(k) = c · k
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Massive graviton: !2 = c2k2 +m2c4
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[Will'98]
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!2 = c2k2 + A(ck)↵
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[Mirshekari et al.'11]



MDR with higher modes
Previously, only dominant quadrupole (l,m=2,2) mode included.  
Frequency-independent phase shifts are degenerate with coalescence phase

 14Ezquiaga, Hu, Lagos, Lin, Xu; Modified GW prop with higher modes (arXiv 2203.13252)

Each higher modes gets a different time delay and phase shift!

[GW190412]

We have now events with evidence of HMs, definitely more with LISA

https://arxiv.org/abs/2203.13252
https://www.ligo.org/detections/GW190412/
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Ezquiaga, Hu, Lagos, Lin, Xu; Modified GW prop with higher modes (arXiv 2203.13252)

https://arxiv.org/abs/2203.13252


Solving the propagation equations using WKB allows for arbitrary initial 
conditions

This is different to the SPA with particle velocity

WKB approach is equivalent to the stationary phase approximation (SPA) 
with time delays computed with the group velocity

MDR with higher modes

 16Ezquiaga, Hu, Lagos, Lin, Xu; Modified GW prop with higher modes (arXiv 2203.13252)

[Ezquiaga et al.'21]
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particle velocity

!2 = c2k2 + Ack
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E.g.                          :

group velocity

https://arxiv.org/abs/2203.13252
https://arxiv.org/abs/2108.10872
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Ezquiaga, Hu, Lagos, Lin, Xu; Modified GW prop with higher modes (arXiv 2203.13252)

https://arxiv.org/abs/2203.13252


Polarization 
General relativity predicts: 

h+ , h⇥
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Mixing cosmological tensor fields (similar to neutrino oscillations)

 18

Gravitational Wave Polarizations
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Beltrán, Ezquiaga, Heisenberg; Probing cosmo fields with GWs (arXiv 1912.06104)

https://arxiv.org/abs/1912.06104


S
tr

ai
n

1) zbroad < z < zmix, zcoh GR Modified propagation

S
tr

ai
n

2a) zmix < z < zbroad, zcoh

S
tr

ai
n

2b) zmix < z < zbroad, zcoh

S
tr

ai
n

3) zmix, zbroad < z < zcoh

S
tr

ai
n

4) zcoh < z < zbroad

�0.6 �0.4 �0.2 0.0 0.2 0.4 0.6
Time [A.U.]

S
tr

ai
n

5) zcoh, zbroad < z

Ezquiaga, Hu, Lagos and Lin; GW propagation beyond GR (JCAP, arXiv 2108.10872)  19

Time scales 
• zmix: interference eigenstates 
• zbroad: eigenstate distorted 

modified phase evolution 
• zcoh: eigenstates decohere

https://arxiv.org/abs/2108.10872
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Open questions
What are we learning about dark energy with these parameterizations? 

Can we treat each effect separately? 
E.g. luminosity distance vs modified dispersion relation

Propagation effects will likely dominate, but can waveform distortions at 
emission bias these analyses? Screening! 
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Solving lensing
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• Each image type acquire a different phase shift

• A frequency independent phase shift is equivalent to a frequency 
dependent time delay
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Waveform distortions
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Ezquiaga et al.; Phase effects from strong lensing of GWs (PRD, arXiv 2008.12814)

https://arxiv.org/abs/2008.12814
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�tj = ⇡nj/!

• Each image type acquire a different phase shift

• A frequency independent phase shift is equivalent to a frequency 
dependent time delay

• Lensed GWs can differ from (unlensed) GR wave-forms       
• Identify strong lensing with single image

Ezquiaga et al.; Phase effects from strong lensing of GWs (PRD, arXiv 2008.12814)

[see also Schneider et al.’92, Dai&Venumadhav’17]

https://arxiv.org/abs/2008.12814
https://arxiv.org/pdf/1702.04724.pdf
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Effect on the SNR

Ezquiaga et al.; Phase effects from strong lensing of GWs (PRD, arXiv 2008.12814)
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 31Ezquiaga, Hu, Lagos, Lin, Xu; Modified GW prop with higher modes (arXiv 2203.13252)
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 33LISA Cosmo WG white paper (arXiv 2204.05434)  
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Probing matter distribution
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Open questions
What are we learning about dark energy with these parameterizations? 

Can we treat each effect separately? 
E.g. luminosity distance vs modified dispersion relation

Propagation effects will likely dominate, but can waveform distortions at 
emission bias these analyses? Screening! 

Type II image identification with LISA

What types of dark matter halos can be probed?

Sereno et al. (arXiv 1011.5238) strong lensing forecasts < 5 events, wave 
optics negligible

Gao et al. (arXiv 2102.10295) wave optics forecasts: 0.1-1.6% of events

https://arxiv.org/abs/1011.5238
https://arxiv.org/abs/2102.10295
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Eigenstates
Scrambling

Echoes
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GW lensing beyond GR

GWs can mix with the additional fields. The propagation  eigenstates 
may have different speeds, splitting or distorting each image

• Beyond GR the background of the additional fields         modify 
propagation (besides the change in gravitational potential)

�(r)
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• The relevant scale for the modifications      might be different from the 
Einstein radius

r?
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Ezquiaga & Zumalacárregui; GW lensing beyond GR (arXiv 2009.12187)

https://arxiv.org/abs/2009.12187
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Main effects
Modified effective metric for each eigenstate and polarization mixing 

Time delays Birefringence 
• For each lensed image there could be scrambling or echoes 

• No need of EM counterpart! Extend cosmological test GW propagation!
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Ezquiaga & Zumalacárregui; GW lensing beyond GR (PRD, arXiv 2009.12187)
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Screening in Horndeski
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• Let us consider the effect of screening in the GW propagation for a 
quartic Horndeski theory
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• Relevant scales: quartic term length scale and Vainshtein radius
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Screening in Horndeski
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GW lensing beyond GR can probe regions of the parameter space 
unconstrained by GW170817
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We need to anticipate the interesting science in 2034+ 
Likely not the same as today, e.g. current H0 tension

We need to anticipate what LISA will do uniquely 
Build synergies, not repetition 
Competition both with EM surveys and 3G GW detectors

Many tools can be borrowed from current ground-based GW pipelines 
Let’s not duplicate efforts and create flexible, public codes!

… but LISA is different 
Overlapping signals, high SNR…

Connecting theories modifying emission and propagation…

mailto:ezquiaga@uchicago.edu
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What are we learning about dark energy with these parameterizations? 

Can we treat each effect separately? 
E.g. luminosity distance vs modified dispersion relation

Propagation effects will likely dominate, but can waveform distortions at 
emission bias these analyses? Screening! 

Type II image identification with LISA

What types of dark matter halos can be probed?

Sereno et al. (arXiv 1011.5238) strong lensing forecasts < 5 events, wave 
optics negligible

Gao et al. (arXiv 2102.10295) wave optics forecasts: 0.1-1.6% of events

mailto:ezquiaga@uchicago.edu
https://arxiv.org/abs/1011.5238
https://arxiv.org/abs/2102.10295

