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A series of recent studies, in particular the Draghi report, have brought in 
clear focus the challenges for Europe to address societal issues while being a 
competitive economy at a global scale. Research and innovation should be at 
the center of such a future-directed strategy. 

What are the options to grow Europe’s power as a modern knowledge-based 
society, both at the national and European level? 

How should Europe orient itself in times of geopolitical stress and worldwide 
inward-looking tendencies? 
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Professor Robbert Dijkgraaf chairs the International Advisory Committee of the Interna-
tional Solvay Institutes. He was Director of the Institute for Advanced Study at Princeton 
(2012-2022), the president of the  Dutch Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences 
(2008-2012), and more recently, Minister of Education, Culture and Science in the Neth-
erlands (2022-2024). Among his many distinctions, he holds an honorary degree from the 
VUB.


